
 

Abortion and Violence Against Pregnant Women 

Martha Shuping, M.D.  

July 15, 2019 

 

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) occurs so frequently during pregnancy, that the American 

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) recommends screening for violence “at 

the first prenatal visit, at least once per trimester, and at the postpartum checkup” (American 

College, 2013).  
 

IPV and seeking abortion: “The prevalence of IPV was nearly three times greater for women 

seeking an abortion compared with women who were continuing their pregnancies” (American 

College, 2013, citing Bourassa & Berube, 2001).  
 

Reproductive coercion is a form of IPV in which the male partner uses threats and coercion to 

enforce his decision regarding the pregnancy outcome (Miller and Silverman, 2010). This can 

include “forcing a female partner to terminate a pregnancy when she does not want to, or 

injuring a female partner in a way that may cause a miscarriage” (American College, 2013).  
 

An example of reproductive coercion: Valarie Luckenbihl was repeatedly beaten by her partner, 

Timothy Kindle, who admitted he was trying to terminate the pregnancy. The unborn child died at 

22-24 weeks gestation. Kindle was charged with felony assault (McRann, 2012). 
 

Homicide is a leading cause of death during pregnancy (American College, 2013; Chang et al., 

2005; Cheng & Horon, 2010; Horon, 2005; Horon & Cheng, 2001). In the majority of cases, the 

murderer is the woman’s intimate partner (American College, 2013; Cheng & Horon, 2001).  
 

Examples of Intimate Partner Homicide (a result of reproductive coercion):  

Niasha Delain was stabbed to death on Oct. 25, 2008, the day her son Aidan was due to be 

born. The child’s father, Derrick Redd, was convicted of the murder.  He told police he was angry 

with Delain because she refused to have an abortion. (Pereira, 2011; Zambito, 2012).  

Tiffany Gillespie was killed, along with her unborn child, by Aaron Fitzpatrick. He killed 

her because of the pregnancy and was convicted of first-degree murder of Gillespie, and third-

degree murder of the unborn child (Associated Press, 2015; Gregg, 2012).   
 

“Death records alone identify only a fraction” of these homicides during pregnancy (Horon, 

2005). Poor data collection methods lead to underreporting (Horon & Cheng, 2005, 2011). 
 

A systematic review of 74 studies from all over the world, with meta-analysis, confirmed that 

intimate partner violence is associated with abortion, and even more strongly associated with 

repeat abortion (Hall et al., 2014). “Women seeking a third abortion were more than 2.5 as 

likely to have a history of…violence than women having their first abortion.” The editors 

stated: “Overall, the researchers' findings support the concept that violence can lead to 

pregnancy and to subsequent termination of pregnancy, and that there may be a repetitive 

cycle of abuse and pregnancy.”   
 

Though some women are pressured to abort, others have abortions without telling their partner 

(Coyle, 2016). But, since repeat abortions are even more highly associated with IPV, the abortion 

does not solve the problem, but perpetuates it. In the U.S., about half of all abortions are repeat 

abortions (Cohen, 2007); this is similar in many countries. Screening for violence and coercion 

during pregnancy and offering resources helps women stop the violence without feeling that she 

must end of the pregnancy. Hall et al. (2014) stated that women are rarely screened for violence 

during pregnancy, but that women say they would welcome this.   
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